Rodney Blankenship, confirmed that he is employed by the
respondent as a section foreman and general mine foreman. He
is a one-sixth owner of the mine and serves as respondent's
vice-president.  Mr. Blankenship confirmed that he was
Mr. Cox's supervisor on the first shift, which worked from
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.r and that he is responsible for the
logging of some MSHA and state mine reports, including
onshift and fire boss reports, but denied that he was respon-
,sible for any dust sample reports (Tr. 165).

In response to questions as to whether anyone, including
Mr. Cox, had ever made any complaints to him about any safety
violations in the mine during 1984 and up to mid-May, 1985,
Mr. Blankenship declined to answer {Tr, 165-166).  He also
declined to answer whether anyone ever reported or threatened
to report, any mine safety violations to MSHA or state mining
officials (Tr. 166-169). Mr. Blankenship was then proffered
as a witness for the respondent.

Mr. Blankenship confirmed that Mr. Carson Jackson is the
respondent's president, and in that capacity, he makes all of
the decisions with respect to the hiring and firing of mine
personnel, hours of work, and work and shift assignments.
Mr. Blankenship stated that at one time in 1984, Mr. Cox
worked as a roof bolter on his section, but was transferred
to another job at Mr. Jackson's direction.. Mr. Blankenship
confirmed that at the time this decision was made, two jobs
were open, and he gave Mr, Cox a choice as to which job he
would prefer. Mr. Cox informed him that he would prefer a
scoop operator's job because it was an easier job, and
Mr. Blankenship assigned him to that job, with Mr. Jackson's
concurrence (Tr. 171-172). Mr. Blankenship explained that
Mr. Cox's transfer to the scoop operator's job was the result
of a suggestion by an MSHA inspector (Tr. 172).

Mr. Blankenship stated that during the time Mr. Cox
worked for him, Mr. Cox was "vocal and loud," made threats,
and Mr. Blankenship considered him to be "a bully."  Mr. Cox
complained about working on Saturdays, as did other miners.
Mr. Blankenship stated that Mr. Cox "threatened to whip me in
front of the other men," and that this occurred at the time
he was transferred from.roof bolter to scoop operator (Tr.
175). Mr. Cox was upset and unhappy over the transfer because
he believed his work was being questioned, and Mr. Blankenship
stated that the transfer had nothing to do with his work (Tr.
175).

Mr. Blankenship stated that on the Monday prior to
Saturday, May 11, 1985, all mine personnel were notified that
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